Trilateral Joint Communiqué
was published

The anti-imperialist
peace movement
representatives from
Turkey, Cyprus and
Greece hung up a the
joint protest text on
the door of Souda
Bay Naval Base in
Crete

Cyprus Peace Council (CPC), Peace
Association of Turkey and Greek
Committee for International Détente
and Peace (EEDYE) held a trilateral
meeting in Chaina-Crete, at October
18-21th, publishing a final declaration.
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Open message from peace loving people:

“Imperialists,
out of the
Middle East!”
A

Anti-imperialist peace organizations from
Turkey, Cyprus and Greece, each of which is
also a member of World Peace Council, have been
meeting regularly every year since 2010, consult
on regional and worldwide developments and
stand joint position. While the second trilateral
meeting was held in Istanbul in the previous year,
the latest meeting was held in Nicosia last year.
Having hosted the first meeting in Lesbos, Greek
Committee for International Détente and Peace
(EEDYE) hosted the guests in Chania this time.
A NATO base under the US command has been
located in Chania since 1953, on the Gulf of Souda,
on the other side of Akrotiri Peninsula bordering
Chania eastwardly. The Gulf of Souda has a strategic importance as the largest natural harbor in
Eastern Mediterranean. Souda Base is a center of
war and massacre, playing a first degree role in all
wars and tensions in Middle East!
In conjunction with location preference, the political message of trilateral meeting held on 19-20
October is open: starting from Souda Base, three
countries and the whole region must be cleared of
imperialist bases. Representatives of peace insistently highlighted this by making statements for
various TV channels and newspapers during the

meeting.
Iraklis Tsavdaridis, Executive Secretary of World
Peace Council (WPC), participated in trilateral
meeting on behalf of this organization. EEDYE was
represented with an extended committee including
the representatives of Athens, Thessalonica and
Crete. Vera Nikolaidu, former MP and former
member of Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Greece (KKE) and vice president of EEDYE,
chaired the Greek delegation.
President Yannakis Skordis and Secretary General
Hristos Kurtelaris represented Cyprus Peace
Council (CPC) in the meeting.
Peace Association of Turkey participated in trilateral meeting with a committee including Aydemir
Güler, spokesperson of the association; Burhan
Aksakal, chairperson of Izmir branch of the association; and Zuhal Okuyan, member of the association. In addition, over 20 members and friends of
Peace Association of Turkey were in Chania during
the meeting. Trilateral meeting also contributed to
friendship of peace fighters from the three countries.
Following the closed session on 19th of October, an
indoor meeting was held during which representatives of the three organizations gave speeches and

a video show picturing ongoing struggles in these
countries was carried out. Following the video
show on June Resistance in Turkey, the meeting
ended with slogans: “Everywhere Taksim, everywhere resistance!” and “This is just a beginning,
the struggle continues!”
In the morning of 20th of October, delegation of
trilateral meeting went to the gate of Souda Base
and hanged a jointly prepared protest notice on
the gate of the base. Then, the whole committee
visited Terisso, a village in the mountains of
Chania. A resistance museum, depicting the struggle against Nazi occupation, exists in Terisso where
has always been a resistance center throughout
history.
On Sunday night, a peace festival was organized at
the concert arena nearby Yali Mosque on the historic Venetian Harbor in Chania. Following the
speeches made during the festival; a folk dances
group from Crete, a local music band, Kulis
Teodoru -a famous musician from Cyprus, and
Emin İgüs from Turkey took the stage. Cretan Babis
Angurakis, representative of Greece in European
Parliament, also took part in the festival.
Peace Association of Turkey will host trilateral
meeting in 2014.
n
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Joint Communiqué of the Fourth Trilateral Meeting of the Peace Movements of Greece, Turkey and Cyprus

TRILATERAL JOINT COMMUNIQUÉ
The fourth meeting of the anti-imperialist peace movements of Turkey, Cyprus and Greece took place in Chania
on October 19th - 20th under the auspices of the World Peace Council. In a particularly friendly and constructive
atmosphere, the delegations of the three countries agreed on the following joint communiqué:
The Greek Committee for International Détente
and Peace, the Cyprus Council Peace, and the
Peace Association of Turkey concluded their fourth
meeting in Chania on October 19th - 20th, 2013,
following the meetings in Mytilini (2010), Istanbul
(2011) and Nicosia (2012).
We have noted with great satisfaction that the
working people and the youth of the Chania area
have given their full support to our initiatives. This
is especially significant because of the location of
the US – NATO Base of Souda in this area, a military base which supports imperialist wars and
aggressions. The meeting expressed its thanks to
the Peace Committee of Chania and the other
organizations of the popular movement for hospitality and excellent organization of the meeting.
This year, the Base of Souda is completing its 60th
year of service and support for the imperialist
plans of the USA and NATO, with backing and
cooperation from all the Greek governments. In
addition, thousands of American soldiers and personnel at the Base are still in full readiness today
for their present threats and future aggression on
Syria and Iran. The air and sea Base of Souda is
the “unsinkable aircraft” of the USA - NATO - EU
for their fleets, nuclear submarines and weapons
of mass destruction.
Our fourth meeting in succession has taken place
in a period when our three peoples, and especially those of Greece and Cyprus, are plagued by the
difficulties of the economic crisis and the various
policies of their governments. Hand-in-hand with
the EU and the IMF, these governments continue to
impose new measures to intensify the exploitation
and destitution of the peoples, while at the same
time aiming to increase the profitability of capital
and of the monopolies. Moreover, this meeting
denounces all anti-popular economic and social
measures of the Turkish government and its tight
authoritarian behavior, which we witnessed against the large mass popular protests in June 2013.
The East Mediterranean area with its abundance
in natural resources is at the crossroads of the
rivalries among the powerful imperialist and other
forces over controlling not only its resources, but
also the routes for transporting them. USA’s and
NATO’s “New Middle East” plan promotes and
supports the establishment of friendly regimes
with the aim of securing large profits for the multi-

national US and European based monopolies.
Within this framework, we strongly denounce the
setting up of NATO’s Patriot missiles in Turkey,
which will intensify and escalate the air raids of
the Turkish and Israeli air forces on Syria. We also
denounce the plans of the new government in
Cyprus for accession of Cyprus to NATO’s
“Partnership for Peace”. We condemn the joint
military maneuvers of our countries with Israel, a
terror-state which continues to occupy Palestinian
and other Arab territories.
The provocation staged by the powerful imperialist states and the military groups of the “antiregime fighters” in Syria in August and before
that, regarding the use of chemical weapons, was
aimed at repeating the already well-known scenarios which would have prepared the ground for
an open intervention in Syria. The majority of our
peoples have rejected this pretext, having in mind
the rich experience from Yugoslavia, Afghanistan,
Iraq and Libya, where similar false pretexts were
used. Our movements condemn the dangerous
role that our governments play in making military
preparations providing military bases, airports
and other facilities in our countries.
We also condemn the European Union for lifting
the arms embargo for the opposition mercenaries
and for fully supporting them as the “legitimate
representatives” of the Syrian people.
Being aware of the fact that the international
provocation against the people of Syria includes
serious war crimes committed by imperialist powers and the reactionary regimes of the region, we
support the initiative under preparation by the
Peace Association of Turkey concerning the criminal responsibilities of the Turkish government.
A direct intervention to Syria seems to have been
avoided or postponed as a result of the resistance
of the Syrian people, the solidarity of the peace
loving forces all over the world and the new equilibrium between imperialist states and other global and regional big powers. However it is our duty
to warn peace forces that the risks still prevail.
While defending on the one hand a Middle East
completely free of any mass destruction weapons,
we keep conscious that the international consensus
on the abolition of the chemical weapons in Syria
has opened the way to imperialists for intervening
into the domestic affairs of Syria, leaving
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untouched other capitalist states in the region
holding chemical, biological and nuclear weapons,
and the imperialist military bases. At the same
time, the intervention in Syria, which has caused
1,5 millions refugees towards Turkey and other
neighbor countries, the war state has opened ways
for more intense criminal actions of the reactionary Gulf monarchies and deployment of
extremist religious groups in the region, As a
result the region is much closer to conflicts than
before.
We thoroughly declare our solidarity with the
Syrian people in their effort to repel the planned
imperialist intervention and in their just claims for
changes in economic, social and political sphere.
The Syrian people alone have the right to determine its own fate and its future.
We declare our unreserved solidarity with the people of Cyprus, the Greek-Cypriots, TurkishCypriots, Maronites, Latins and Armenians to end
the occupation of 37% of their island.
Our trilateral meeting supports the solution of a
bi-zonal, bi-communal federation with political
equality as defined by the resolutions of the United
Nations on the Cyprus Question, the high level
agreements between the two communities of 1977
and 1979, and the principles of international law.
We must strengthen our struggle for a solution
that will lead to a unified country with a single
international identity, a single sovereignty and citizenship, a country without foreign armies, bases
and protectors, a country that will secure the rights
and freedoms of all Cypriots, the right of the
Cypriot people to choose its own road to development according to its own interests.
We salute the June mass popular protests and rallies of the people and the youth of Turkey that
showed its resistance to the autocratic government,
to its anti-popular policies and its efforts to introduce religious rules into social life, and also their
struggle against the government of Erdogan and
its war-mongering and pro-imperialist policies.
We express our outrage and condemnation to the
actions of the criminal Nazi organization of killers
“Golden Dawn”, in Greece, which serves the interests of the capital and is trying to mislead the
workers, but also to intimidate them. This organization, which with racist hatred has murdered,
beaten and tortured dozens of immigrants in our
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country, is the same organization that is trying to
manipulate working people, to make them submissive, organs of the big contractors, the shipowners, the exploiters of the workers’ toil, demonstrating once again that fascism is born from the
womb of capitalism’s decay. We underline that the
only effective struggle against and confrontation of
this phenomenon can be achieved only by the
organized massive struggle of the trade unions
and the popular movement.
We, the anti-imperialist peace organization of
Cyprus, Turkey and Greece, together with the
World Peace Council, demand the abolition of all
nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and all
weapons of mass destruction, and first and foremost the destruction of all weapons of this type
owned by the powerful imperialist countries. We
oppose the installment of the so-called Antimissile
Defence Shield in Europe, which is promoted by
the USA. It is necessary to put an end to any possibility that the Aegean Sea could be used in support of this plan.
We oppose the participation of our countries in
imperialist plans and actions against the people of
our area. We demand the implementation of the
International Convention on the Law of the Sea of
1982, and the definition of Exclusive Economic
Zones. We fight for the immediate dismantling of
and withdrawal from our countries of all US and
NATO equipment and personnel, and for our withdrawal from NATO and other imperialist organizations. We demand the return to their homelands
of all military and police forces stationed abroad.
We uncover and stand up against state terrorism
and repressive police mechanisms and laws
against the peoples. We fight for true protection
and support for all refugees and economic
migrants. We are in solidarity with the peoples

who rise up against imperialist wars, occupations
and aggressions, and show their resistance to the
aggressive measures of the bourgeoisie and its
governments. Based on our principles, we support
and demand recognition by the United Nations of
an independent state of Palestine within the borders of June 4th, 1967, with East Jerusalem as its
capital.
As anti-imperialist movements of Greece, Cyprus
and Turkey, which meet under conditions when the
imperialists are attempting to carry out extremely
dangerous plans in our countries, in the Balkans,
and especially in the Middle East, we are aware
that our ongoing and close coordination is the best
contribution in the anti-imperialist struggle of our
peoples. We call on the working class and its allies
in our countries for a joint struggle against the
capitalist barbarism that causes crises and wars. In
addition, we call on all the peoples of our area to
be vigilant, because the imperialist war plans have
not come to an end irrespective of their maneuvers
and temporary compromises.
We particularly pay attention to the need to follow
closely and prepare ourselves for the developments around the summits of the European Union
in December 2013 and of NATO in April 2014 in
the UK, where the imperialists will concretize their
political and military plans against the peoples.
We commit ourselves to act with multifaceted initiatives in our countries as well as jointly,in order
to strengthen of the Peace Movements and the
coordination with the popular and worker’s movement.
The people will continue with all their strength to
resist the interests of the exploiters, and they will
open the road for a society which will satisfy their
own needs and interests. Our peoples will not sacrifice for the interests of the imperialists. n
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As anti-imperialist
movements of Greece, Cyprus
and Turkey, which meet under
conditions when the imperialists
are attempting to carry out
extremely dangerous plans in
our countries, in the Balkans,
and especially in the Middle East,
we are aware that our ongoing
and close coordination is the best
contribution in the anti-imperialist
struggle of our peoples. We call on
the working class and its allies in
our countries for a joint struggle
against the capitalist barbarism
that causes crises and wars.
In addition, we call on all the
peoples of our area to be vigilant,
because the imperialist war plans
have not come to an end
irrespective of their maneuvers
and temporary compromises.
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Secretary General of the Greek Committee for International Détente and Peace (EEDYE)

Vera Nikolaidou
Fellow fighters for Peace and comrades from
Turkey and Cyprus,
On behalf of the EEDYE, I would like to welcome
you in Greece and in hospitable Crete, where the
fourth trilateral meeting of the anti-imperialist
peace movements will take place under the auspices of the WPC and with the assistance and participation of the Peace Committees of Crete.
We welcome the delegations of the fraternal
movements of Turkey and Cyprus, and we would
like to convey the great appreciation of the thousands members and friends of the EEDYE for the
mass rallies of the Turkish people in June, in which
the Turkish Peace Association took active part, and
our solidarity with this cause. At the same time we
express our solidarity with the Cyprus Peace
Council and the people of Cyprus, and with their
militant initiatives and actions against the accession of Cyprus to NATO’s “Partnership for Peace”,
together with our solidarity for their struggle on
other fronts.
Our trilateral meetings in Mytilini in 2010, in
Istanbul in 2011 and in Nicosia in 2012, and also
our cooperation and exchange of experience within the framework of the WPC, have been characterized by their anti-imperialist positions and resolutions, not only on current political issues at the
time, but also on issues such as Greek-Turkish relations, the Cyprus Problem and, in general, the
developments in our broader region. These meetings also helped to strengthen and intensify the
international solidarity and the joint struggle of
our peoples. Our Fourth Meeting, over the next two
days, is taking place near the NATO base of Souda,
and it aims to uncover and condemn:
The central role of the base of Souda in the imperialist war plans against the peoples of our region
and specifically against Syria, and the connections
between this base, the Incirlik Base, and the British
bases in Cyprus.
1. The deployment of NATO’s Patriot missiles in
Turkey and the plans for Cyprus’ accession to
NATO’s Partnership for Peace, which was
announced by the President of Cyprus, Mr
Anastasiadis, on very first day after his election
as President.
2. The participation of the governments of our
countries in the war preparations through the
use of the bases, airports and other facilities.
Since the day when the first Greek-American
agreement on the bases was signed, 60 years ago,
on 12 October 1953, Greece has taken an “eminent” position with the base in Souda. Greece has
been at the centre of NATO and the US war preparations within the framework of all imperialist

interventions and wars since 1990: in Iraq,
Yugoslavia, Afghanistan and Libya. Even before
that, Greece was used, for example in the Six-day
war, during the Suez crisis, during the Arab-Israeli
war of 1973, and in the Israeli invasion of
Lebanon.
We also should not forget the role of the US bases
during the Turkish invasion of Cyprus in 1974, in
which the USA neutralized any Greek resistance
and therefore contributed to the success of the
invasion by using their bases.
From 2011 onwards, the Souda base has been
upgraded, and it has been in full readiness for any
attack on Syria or even on Iran. The USA has
expressed their complete satisfaction with all the
past Greek governments and with the present NDPASOK coalition government, which have offered
in the past and are still offering all possible assistance.
The air and naval base in Souda is an unsinkable
US aircraft carrier, and it is used by the NATO and
USA as a point of anchor and assault for its war
machine.
By offering all kinds of ‘facilitation’, and by signing various agreements with NATO, the Greek NDPASOK governments have, in effect, given NATO
forces permission without an expiry date to use
Greek territory and the military installations on it.
The ‘offer’ of the Souda base for use in the
American plans in the region is important and
irreplaceable. It is located in the heart of the East
Mediterranean and it is used as support for the
sixth US fleet. It is also connected operationally
with the British bases in Cyprus, Incirlik in Turkey,
the NATO Patriot missiles in Adana, and also the
US bases in Germany.
This is not just a foreign base on Greek territory. It
is, actually, a piece of American territory for use in
‘military’ operations by the USA in addition to all
other points as defined in the main text of the
agreement.
Yes, the Souda base has been upgraded and it is in
full readiness. We therefore want to inform the
people that the EEDYE will intensify its struggle
through all possible forms of action to have the
base in Souda closed down. In coordination with
all the other anti-imperialist organizations, the
EEDYE will continue its efforts to reveal the problem presented by the base in Souda. In addition,
EEDYE will continue its fight to close down all
US/NATO bases in our region.
Comrades,
Syria has been a case imperialist military intervention as part of the broader plans in the greater
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Middle East that have been unfolding in the last
two years.
What are the real reasons for this planned attack?
• Syria has been targeted not for its internal
affairs, on which we have often expressed our
own critical views. It has been targeted mainly
because: it has energy sources, it has a strategic
position in the Mediterranean, it hosts a Russian
military base in its largest port, Tartous, it
maintains relations with China, it is an ally with
Iran and with the Lebanese organization
Hezbollah.
• Destabilizing the area and, even more, overthrowing the Assad regime, will be weaken
Iran, and will strengthen Israel, Saudi Arabia
and Qatar. This, in turn, will weaken the main
source for supplying China with energy. At the
same time, this weakens Russian’s supports in
the area (Syria, Iran), while strengthening the
other oil-producing forces, such as Qatar and
Saudi Arabia.
• Besides its ongoing occupation of Palestinian
territories, Israel, on the other hand is specifically pursuing the further weakening and even
dismemberment of Syria for own purposes.
Israel does not hesitate to make use of the territory of Turkey, whose leadership seems to be
warming its relations with Israel and is therefore getting even more involved in the imperialist intervention against Syria. An aspect of
these common interests is the construction of an
underwater sea pipeline which will connect the
deposits of “Leviathan” with southern Turkey,
and will export Israel’s natural gas.
• This strategic plan coincides with the interests
of the Turkish bourgeoisie, which wants to
strengthen its role not only in this region, but
also in the broader region. On the one hand,
the Turkish bourgeoisie tries to serve the USA
plans on the region, and on the other hand, it
pushes on its own agenda, its own ambitions in
the broader region. Which are in conflict with
the emergence of a Kurdish state. It is obvious
that controlling Syria and weakening Hezbollah
will facilitate the war plans of the USA, the EU
and Israel against Iran, using its nuclear program as a pretext.
Comrades
It is well-known to all of us that the pretexts for
imperialist interventions may appear to differ each
time, though in reality they are very similar.
However, the peoples have gathered a lot of experience and they do not forget that in Yugoslavia,
Afghanistan and Iraq, the governments of the
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member-countries of NATO-EU attempted to justify their imperialist wars through pretexts such as
fighting terrorism and defending human rights,
while in Syria they are using provocations such as
the alleged use of chemical weapons by the Syrian
government. They aim to appear as sensitive
humanists fighting for the ‘good’ of the Syrian
people, while the only thing that interests them to
control the energy sources and the energy transport routes. In addition, their interest lies in implementing their plan for a “Greater Middle East”. At
the same time, these forces organize, arm and
offer comprehensive support for the so-called antiregime fighters to carry out these plans.
We are firmly against the imperialist aggression
against Syria. We have condemned it from the very
beginning and we are still condemning it, irrespective of the pretexts that are being used. We
demand the disengagement of our country from
this aggression, and we demand that our country
should not offer any facilitation in the name of
“collective obligations”. The base of Souda must
close down now. The military airport in Kalamata
must not be used either for drones or for military
equipment in any other form.
We categorically reject the false pretext of the use
of chemical weapons by the Syrian government, as
no official proof has been offered anywhere.
Despite the maneuvering and the investigations
that have started up, it seems that the decision to
intervene has been taken. We condemn any imperialist intervention in the internal affairs of this
country or any other country. We are trying to
inform our people and to organize its struggle,
and that of the peace movement, against this
imperialist war and Greece’s involvement in it. We
should not allow our vigilance to drop because of
the agreement on controlling chemical weapons
between the USA and Russia.
The working class, the popular strata are under an
obligation, based on their own interests, to show
their firm resistance not only to any imperialist

war. They must also resist any kind of peace
enforced with a gun to the temple, because it is
under these circumstances that imperialist wars
take shape, austerity measures are imposed on the
people, and capitalist exploitation is intensified.
The working class, the popular strata, are obliged
by their own social position, to develop their own
struggle against every imperialist, against the
bourgeois class and each of its layers, following the
line of rupturing and overthrowing the system.
This is the road that will strengthen our struggle,
the struggle of the movements of the workers and
the people.
The Cyprus Problem
The EEDYE’s positions on the Cyprus problem are
known. Lately, we have been following with great
concern the visits abroad by the Greek Minister of
Foreign Affairs and the Minister of Defense, and
the visit to Washington by the Prime Minister.
After his visit, discussions and statements at the UN
headquarters on various topics, Mr Venizelos, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, said in his statement
that he had held discussions among other things,
about the exploitation of hydrocarbons, the settlement of the Exclusive Economic Zones between
Greece and Turkey, and the solution of the Cyprus
Problem. At the Press conference that he gave on
his return, he went on to confirm that immediate
developments regarding the Cyprus Problem are
being carried out, changing the present framework
of negotiations and the direct involvement of
Greece and Turkey. He stated that the President of
the Republic of Cyprus had agreed with this statement, as did American Vice-President Joe Biden at
their meeting in Washington. Biden publicly
expressed his satisfaction with this change. It is
apparent that we are facing a dangerous development, a kind of new Annan plan, which does not
take care either of the Greek-Cypriots or of the
Turkish-Cypriots. The Cyprus problem is one of the
links in the chain of rivalries and developments in
5

We are firmly against the
imperialist aggression against
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from the very beginning and we
are still condemning it, irrespective
of the pretexts that are being used.
We demand the disengagement of
our country from this aggression,
and we demand that our country
should not offer any facilitation
in the name of “collective
obligations”. The base of Souda
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airport in Kalamata must not be
used either for drones or for
military equipment in
any other form.
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the imperialist centres and capitalist countries in
the Eastern Mediterranean region that pose new
threats for its peoples.
We also want to remind you that during his last
visit to Cyprus, the Minister of Defense, Mr
Avramopoulos, repeated the position of the Greek
government that it supports the request of the
Cyprus Republic to accede to NATO’s Partnership
for Peace. They want us to forget the role that
NATO played in the invasion and in the occupation
of part of Cyprus.
It is necessary for the people to be ready and to be
vigilant about all these dangerous developments.
We should continue our struggle for a Cyprus that
is united, independent, and sovereign, one motherland for both Greek Cypriots and Turkish
Cypriots, without any foreign “guarantors” and
“protectors”.
Golden Dawn
The developments concerning the Golden Dawn
party last month regarding the treacherous attack
against nine communist in Perama and the murder of Pavlos Fissas in Keratsini and then the
arrests, detention, release, etc, were not unexpected either for the anti-imperialist peace movement,
the rest of the working people’s movement, the
politically aware human beings, or any honest
individuals.
The peace movement had condemned immediately all attacks against foreign workers, racist and
hatred proclamations, the vulgar insult of historical memory, the open use of the ‘assault echelons’
by the employers.
Golden Dawn in addition to being a criminal Nazi
organization, common criminals, blackmailers,
murderers, a gang of Nazis, capital’s bullies who
launder money, they are above all defenders of the
capitalist system. Golden Dawn and any other kind
of such miscreants are closely entangled with the
bourgeois state and its mechanisms.
This ascertainment should help the working people, the popular strata that follow the mass media,
their discussions, party positions, political analysts’
and journalists’ positions to think over as to what
they really pursue, how they direct the discussion
and how they try to disorient them following the
interests of the capital they serve. They should
realize the dangers aimed at the people’s movement, their aggressive character, nationalism,
racism and the essence of the dangerous theory of
the two extremes.
Under the present circumstances, only the organized worker’s and people’s movement can stop
them. Readiness and vigilance! Hand in hand with
the class movement of the working class. At the
same time, condemn the dangerous theories about
the ‘two extremes’ and the unacceptable equation
of fascism-socialism, the unacceptable incrimina-

tions of the struggle against the EU and NATO and
the struggle for withdrawing from imperialist
organization.
This must be done now!
The actions of the EEDYE after the Assembly of
WPC and the Meeting in Nicosia, September 2012
• Initiatives, participation of our Committee in
and coordination with the rest of the popular
movement in connection with the imminent
imperialist attack against Syria, and Iran and
with the consequences of the still lasting economic capitalist crisis (marches, meetings, rallies, spreading of relevant propaganda materials, picketing, meetings-discussions) have been
further improved and developed.
• Further developing our class solidarity with
the unemployed and in general with those
working people and families which have been
hurt by the crisis.
• A protest action against the visits of NATO’s
fleets at the ports of Piraeus and Thessaloniki
and outside NATO’s bases in the country, and
especially in Souda.
• Protests in front of the Embassies of USA,
Turkey, Israel, France and the EU offices.
• Events organized by many Peace Committees
in cooperation with other organizations on subjects such as the developments in the Eastern
Mediterranean and the broader region, crisis
and war, shell-coast-EEZ-Greek-Turkish relations, the Cyprus Problem, NATO bases in
Greece, 68th Anniversary of Hiroshima, a campaign for the return of all Greek military and
police personnel to Greece, the Palestinian
Problem, the release of the five Cubans.
• Events connected with 50th anniversary of the
assassination of Lambrakis (Vice-President of
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the EEDYE, a medical doctor, a Balkan champion and MP of the then EDA), political assassination of Lambrakis and Tsarouchas, KKE member of parliament.
• This year’s Marathon and the other 10
marches-rallies which took place in May all over
Greece had the largest participation, and especially the participation of young people, for the
last several years.
• The publication of the magazine of the
EEDYE “Roads to Peace” comes out regularly. A
new website of the EEDYE has been launched
www.eedye.gr .
• In all the events and brochures of the EEDYE,
we stress the responsibilities of the Greek government and the rest of the political parties of
the “euro blind alley”, about the participation
in and all kinds of facilitations offered to imperialist bodies of USA-NATO-EU. We try to spread
the information about the real reasons of the
imminent war and call on the Greek people,
especially these days, to keep vigilant, to be
ready and to intensify its struggle for:
• The immediate interruption of all military
operations and violent threats against the peoples of Syria and Iran and any other people.
Stop any involvement of our country in the military schemes of the imperialists!
• Close down the Base in Souda now and close
down all bases and headquarters of NATO and
EU.
• Return all Greek army personnel on foreign
missions outside the borders of Greece.
• The working people should not waste any
blood for the imperialists.
• We continue our struggle, we support the initiatives of the WPC and the continuation of
Trilateral meetings of our movements.
n
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Spokeperson of the Peace Association of Turkey

Aydemir Güler
Dear comrades,
I thank EEDYE and Chania peace committee for hosting us in this beautiful island undeserving an imperialist base like the one in Souda bay, just a few miles
away from Chania city center. I want also to thank all
other contributors and wish success to all of us in our
common struggle. We, as the Peace Association of
Turkey, are already excited to host you next year in
Turkey.
a) Syrian war
As the Peace Association we have at the top of our
agenda to organize an initiative concerning the warcrimes committed by AKP government against Syria.
This idea was put on the table first on 27th April in
Istanbul during the international conference
“Peoples Want Peace”. Then it has been taken under
record in the Secretariat Meeting of WPC in Lisbon,
late May.
After a delay due to the popular movement in Turkey,
PA shared with the public a first draft on October 6th
in a conference in Istanbul. We are about to complete
this draft thanks to the cooperation of the group
“Lawyers for Justice”, a progressive circle of lawyers.1
Soon the report will be shared with and be developed
together with leading lawyers, peaceloving politicians and intellectuals of Turkey. The “lawyers for justice” will keep on serving as the judicial secretariat of
the campaign.
The congress of the Peace Association will be held on
15th December and this date will be a decisive one
for the foundation of the Judicial Initiative.2
In this context Peace Association counts on the WPC,
but especially the comradely peace organizations
from Greece and Cyprus. In fact we share similar
problems due to the common geopolitical situation.
In September, when the threat of war was quite hot,
it became once again obvious that the imperialist
bases in Greek mainland and here in Crete, in Cyprus
and in Turkey are the central death generators in our
region.
The issue of warcrimes against the people of Syria
has become a global issue, in the same time that we
began to work on. Especially by August, Russian foreign ministry accused the djhadist opposition forces of
using chemical weapons. Western claims against
Damascus government are not fully supported by
United Nations and the Security Council also noted
the possible role of the neighbouring countries.3
Peace forces are and should be careful about the fact
that the international agenda on this issue may
merely be related with the competition between
imperialists or other global or regional forces and
may neverthless show us the path to peace. These
actors cannot represent and look for the vital interests of the peoples and are nothing to do with a just
investigation. In the actual international equilibrium
of forces no one may esteem a rightful solution to

such problems.
Not only the Peace Association but any reasonable
person has no doubt about the ciriminal character of
the Turkish government. WPC has also concrete data
in hand thanks to the peace conferences held in
Turkey, direct contacts with local people, and observations. As a result the PA feels the responsibility
over its shoulders to lead a civil investigation on
behalf of all who suffered directly or indirectly of the
criminal acts by the government.
We herein just mention a part of the list:
(1) Syrian-Turkish borders are delivered unilaterally to illegal military forces by Turkish government.
(2) Several industrial factories, workshops or settings are disassembled and brought to Turkey,
where they were sold. Syrian petroleum turned to
be an effective way for the financing of the armed
gangs. This international robbery is organized,
helped or tolerated by the government.
(3) The neighboring city of Reyhanlı was the scene
of a bomb attack in mid-May leaving behind more
that 50 persons. The government accepted that the
secret service had got the information before. The
assault has not been the subject of a genuine
investigation. Despite Al Qaida taking the responsibility the government refuses unilaterally the
accuracy of this and instead keeps accusing
Damascus regime.
(4) Militants of Al Nusra front, one of the leading
Sunni djihadist organizations, part of the international Al Qaida have been captured late May
under the accusation of manufacturing chemical
weapons. They have been released free recently
without offering a satisfactory expalanation to the
public.
PA thinks to focuse on such issues.
AKP government defended an international military
intervention to Syria, but could not convince its own
people. The great majority is against the war and
such a step forward would probably answered by a
strong popular reaction. In fact one major factor laying behind the June resistance in Turkey was the
warmongering policies of the government.
PA will call the pro-imperialist, reactionary government of Turkey to account for warcrimes.
b) Syrian refugees
Another specific issue rising from the conflict in Syria,
-or provocation against Syria- and deeply influencing
Turkey is the refugee problem. In Spring 2013 the
figure was that three hundred thousand Syrians
entered in Turkey and one third went back. The figure according to international sources now estimates that one third of Syrian refugees who left
home for a foreign country live in Turkey. The total
number is one million and half and Turkey is hosting
five hundred thousand!

7

The escalation during summer 2013 had such a
result.
These people who live especially in a large region
from Mersin to Gaziantep are under very difficult circumstances, as employment for incredibly low level of
wages, prostitution, homelessness, etc. Ankara offers
no real solutions to these humanitarian and class
issues, but tends to abuse this huge population by
giving them the right to vote in the coming elections!
c) Human traficking in our region
All our three countries are on the human traficking
way from Middle East to Europe and we witness at
least hundreds of men, women and children in our
seas. These African and Asian people are not dying
due to accidents of course, but as a direct result of
capitalist exploitation and inequalities and imperialist invasions and wars. The survivals serve to capitalist interests as a factor to suppress the level of wages.
Neo-liberalism is just the other side of the coin and
the mainstream neo-liberal approach says that only
“the most vulnerable” cases may be solved through
international measures.
This is a crucial problem of the today's capitalism and
the three peace organizations may deal together
with it.
To conclude, we the representatives of the PA of
Turkey, we want to convey you all the warm greetings
from the people of Turkey who protested against the
reactionary government during more than a month
very massively and courageously. During these long
days of resistance, people in Turkey have claimed in
peace also.
One of the quite interesting observations easily made
in June was the suddenly changing situation in Syria.
The military equilibrium changed in favor of
Damascus, not coincidentally but as a proof of the
AKP's active role in Syrian conflict. Popular resistance
in Turkey gave no chance to the government to keep
on collaborating with djihadist gangs and the later
lost considerable ground in their provocative and terrorist struggle against Syria.
The PA has been an active part of the popular resistance in Turkey both having forewarned against the
warmongering policies and participating actively in
the struggle on the streets. Anti-imperialist, anti-war
positions were and will keep on being the leading
principles of the June resistance. n
1. Adalet için Hukukçular - http://www.adaletvesosyalizm.org
2. https://www.facebook.com/InternationalNetworkforJustice
3. The article 18th of the Security Council decision states that UNSC “reaffirms that all member sttaes should refrain from providing any form of
support to non-State actors that attempt to develop, acquire, manufacture,
possess, transport, transfer or use nuclear, chemical or biological weapons
and their means of delivery, and calls upon all Member States, in particular Member States neighbouring the Syrian Arab Republic, to report any
violations of this paragraph to the Security Council immediately.”
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_res_2118.pdf
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General Secretary of Cyprus peace Council

Christos Kourtellaris

Tasks of Peace Movements
We will begin different than other times our input
in this closed session meeting, since in depth
analysis and presentation of the situation in our
Countries and in the region will be done by a number of comrades during these three days. Primarily
we must thank our sister Organization of EEDYE
and the local Peace Movement here in Chania for
the hospitality and the holding of 4th trilateral.
Cyprus Peace Council stands in solidarity to the
struggle of People of Greece against the
Governmental and Troican barbarity, stands in solidarity especially to the struggle undertaken by
Greek Peace Movement for disengagement from
NATO and the disassembling of Souda NATO Base
here in Crete.
Comrades,
We are called to approach and analyze correctly
the issues of peace and war, to face them but to
also convey them efficiently and in their right
dimension into our people’s consciousness. This is
our duty and is of vital importance. Each rational
and progressive human being no matter of what
gender, color, religion or race is must be bothered
and troubled when around us a slow burning
atomic bomb exists. The need to give a crystal clear
ideological battle is more than a necessity. And if
we do not win this battle through our multilevel
everyday action in the field of political, educational, organizational sphere, how we will conquer the
consciousness that will broaden our movement?
We talk about imperialism and we shout no to
imperialism, calling the People to form a resistance block, a block of overturning imperialism, but
something more is needed. Effectively and pioneer
we must use our experience, our knowledge, incorporate technology as well, to help the masses to
understand the economic roots of imperialism. We
have to link imperialism not only with peace and
stability, but also with its interaction in the society.
We must develop simply and understandable
through our continuous direct connection and communication with the people the dialectic relation of
economy and politics, as a measure of complete
understanding of imperialism action.
We must enable people to realize that imperialism
aggression is not expressed only via military interventions but is also expressed against working
class, the poor farmers and other popular layers
through all sectors of the social and economic spectrum.
Furthermore, the peace question cannot and must
not be faced with generalities and pacifistic, ignoring or deleting the substantiated issue of the exist-

ing of just and unjust wars and the right of every
people as a result of democratic choice to defend
with the means of its choice his country and again
with the means of its choice to claim its own way of
development and to determine its future. We had
this issue and in the Syrian question and few differences came out within the International Peace
Movement that fortunately were not of big extent.
Moreover the human rights issue must be same
wise faced courageously and in conflict with how
based on their interests is approached and projected by bourgeois Governments and Imperialist centers. Regarding to what we have just mentioned
we would like at this point to salute and underline
the importance of the initiative of Turkish Peace
Association to create the International Network of
Justice.
We would like to refer and to another extremely
serious issue that is absolutely related to the economical and political barbarity of those imperialist
centers such is EU, IMF, European Central Bank and
the obedient bourgeois Governments. We are talking about the rise of fascism in such a dangerous
level especially in Greece and in significantly
smaller scale in Cyprus never the less equally
alarmingly. Not that of course the anti popular,
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reactionary policies, as they were expressed by
Suppression Battalions of Erdogan recently, are
not something that hatches fascist conditions. The
Peace movement must respond in this dark danger
decisively and in cooperation and coordination
with other progressive movements, working class
movements, youth movements. The form of an
antifascist block is a necessity. Fascism cannot be
stopped by the bourgeois State that serves the system that gives birth to fascism; and needs fascism.
Fascism is not going to die by itself; on the contrary
we must smash fascism!
The holding of the 4th trilateral of our peace
movements we believe that is another big brick in
the extremely important building of our common
anti imperialist struggle. There are such particularities in our peoples relations, our countries, in
our history, that we strongly believe that the constitution of the Trilateral Meetings with the right
use and enhancing can become a thorn in imperialism’s eye. The right use of experience, the flow of
information among us, the coordination improvement, we value that has helped a lot in the
strengthening of our peoples friendship. Trilateral
meetings at the same time worked towards the
direction of boosting up hope and upgraded our
work and actions in national level. We have
achieved successes in the field of common struggle
against those that aim to put our peoples into constant conflict and separation. Our role in the anti
imperialist struggle is extremely important, especially now where the barbarity and the aggressiveness of the System and System’s servants is escalated having as central point our region.
Dear comrades, we can say that the reactionary,
misanthropic characteristics of imperialism have
been gathered, in the most revealing way, in the
broader Middle East and Eastern Mediterranean.
An area of great strategic importance because of
the vast energy reserves of oil and natural gas. It
is no coincidence that since the beginning of the
last decade, through the military power of NATO, a
network of penetration has been set up.
At the same time, antagonisms between allies such
as the U.S. and EU increase, which require a larger share of the market, while a new role is claimed
by Israel, Russia, China, India and of course Turkey
thus and the provocative criminal Interventions of
Turkish Government against Syria.
Allow as at this point to state that latest developments in Cyprus must concern us regarding the
implementation of the anti popular barbaric memorandum, in conjunction to the efforts of US, NATO

Peace Bulletin

and EU, for settlement of Cyprus Question, especially now where fertile ground is provided not
only because of the total subjection of Cyprus
through the memorandum, but also because in
Cyprus now we have a NATO friendly - US puppet
Government, totally subjected to EU as well.
Recent actions of the Government around Cyprus
Question concoct the picture of a possible four
parts procedure of negotiations and dividing “closing” of Cyprus Question for the benefit and the
complete assurance of energetic and strategic
interests of EU, US and of course Turkey. Cyprus
unfortunately for its People - Greek Cypriots,
Turkish Cypriots (that due to Turkey are vanishing), Armenians, Maronites and Latins – consists
an important part in the Puzzle of imperialist
plans.
So, is more than obvious that our near geographic space of Middle East, North Africa, Eastern
Mediterranean, for imperialism is faced as a single
geopolitical area. At the same time we cannot be
overlooked or ignored the existing intra imperialist rivalry, which is creating explosive scenery that
is especially revealing in our region and might
lead to chaos our peoples and our countries.
Particularly and in relation to what is happening
in Syria, the presence of Russia and NATO as rivalry camps due to the strategic importance of Syria,
the settling at our shores and in our countries of
multinational arsenal, the armed clashes between
Turkey and Syria and Israel and Syria, posing a
scenario of a generalized war, that can turn into a
global one.
Therefore we are called by itself the human evolu-

tion history to get in front, raising a militant anti
imperialist stature, otherwise possible implementation of the above scenario will lead our region
first, but the whole world into chaos and catastrophe.
We must convince our people that the global
designs of the imperialists constitute a devastating
domino effect on everyone in the region and that
no person can feel safe when their country threatens, unprovoked invades against other nations, or,
in any manner, facilitates imperialist invaders. Is
important to be realized that whether in time of
peace, or in time of war, there are no good imperialists, since in every phase of the system the peoples are those who are targeted and no one can
ignore imperialism, because, sooner or later,
imperialism ignores no one!
We must reveal the historic truth that none of the
peoples should cede their sovereignty to imperialists, leaving the control or management of the
wealth of their natural sources, because they think
they can be safe in this way. This is another illusion.
Is for all these we have mentioned that is our duty
to carry on making our movements more massive
and stronger without any subjection. We must
carry on strengthening the Trilateral Meeting
Constitution; improve our coordination, strengthening our people’s friendship. We must believe in
defeating imperialism because this is the greatest
need of life, but an inevitable development as
well. Whoever stands for the opposite is not only
historically unsubstantiated but calls for subjection
as well.
n
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We must convince our people
that the global designs of the
imperialists constitute a
devastating domino effect on
everyone in the region and that
no person can feel safe when their
country threatens, unprovoked
invades against other nations,
or, in any manner, facilitates
imperialist invaders. Is important
to be realized that whether in time
of peace, or in time of war, there
are no good imperialists, since in
every phase of the system the
peoples are those who are
targeted and no one can
ignore imperialism, because,
sooner or later, imperialism
ignores no one!
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On behalf of the Movement for National Defense (KETHA)

Nikos Papanastasis*
Fellow fighters for peace!
Dear friends!
I convey you the militant greetings of our members, who are former officers of the three branches of the armed forces: the army, the air force and
the navy. We, former officers of the armed forces of
Greece, have seen from inside the role played by
the supposed allies and alliances of our country, as
well as the way our armed forces have been
warped by the aggressive doctrines and plans
within the imperialist logic.
We stand at the side of those who are fighting on
the ramparts of the pro-peace anti-imperialist
movement. We refuse to turn a blind eye to the
misery, hunger, poverty and injustice prevailing all
over the world, even in regions and countries that
are free of war.
Already the illusions regarding the new world
order and the supposedly “peaceful” world, we
were to know after the counter-revolution prevailed and the USSR and socialist system in Europe
were dismantled, now constitute memories of a
distant past. Today we are living through an acute
exacerbation of the situation as regards the destructuring of peace and security in most corners of
the world. Along with the consequences of the capitalist economic crisis, we see the results caused by
the powers that benefit from the wars, exploitation
and imperialist domination.
These are the same powers that benefit from the
exploitation of the working people, poor farmers
and young people and that issue threats of military intervention whenever their interests are
endangered. They are the same powers that systematically refuse to take a position or action in
cases such as the occupation of Palestine, Cyprus
and the Western Sahara, and the confinement of
the 5 Cuban patriots in US prisons.
The UN has now become a tool to serve their interests and whenever its resolutions do not suit their
imperialist plans, they disregard them, trivializing
whatever is left of the UN’s former power.
Every day our country’s involvement in the deadly
plans for the peoples of the region, and not only,
is becoming deeper and more intense. When the
Prime Minister recently returned from his visit to
the USA, we heard him jubilantly informing us
that the US and NATO are going to use the
Kalamata airport as a base for their unmanned
drones. We know that these are the most advanced
instruments for sowing death amongst the peoples
of our region, as they have already done in
Afghanistan and Pakistan.
During the very recent visit of the NATO General

The anti-imperialist peace movement representatives from Turkey, Cyprus and Greece hung up a the joint
protest text on the door of Souda Bay Naval Base in Crete, at 20th October morning.

Secretary to Athens, he spoke of the need to unify
the training structures of all the NATO memberstates’ armies, invoking the need to reduce costs.
It is, however, well-known that the training is
focused on simulations of real-life operations. This
is the first time that NATO has straightforwardly
demanded that the member states turn the entire
administration of their armed forces’ missions
over to the imperialist directorate.
And all this is taking place in an atmosphere of
particularly intense intra-imperialist rivalry. The
US, the European Union and the so-called BRICS
countries, at times together and at times apart,
compete for the sole objective of pillaging the
wealth-producing resources of the region’s countries on behalf of the capitalist interests they support.
Dear fellow fighters for peace,
We are well aware that today’s anti-war movements in the world did not just appear out of
nowhere. They evolved in the struggles against
imperialist interventions and the new NATO, in the
solidarity movements with the peoples of
Palestine, Cuba, Venezuela, Colombia, Yugoslavia,
Iraq and Syria. They have been nourished by the
significant and hard struggles waged by the work-

ing class.
Surely the path that lies ahead of us is a long and
difficult one. But it needs to be understood that it
is one-way. We must express our militant solidarity with those peoples who are fighting against
every form of imperialist threat and intervention
and with all those who are under occupation or are
struggling for the right to freely and democratically determine their future. In particular, we express
our solidarity with the people of Syria, who are
being targeted by the continuing plans laid by the
US and its allies in NATO, the EU and the Gulf
monarchies.
• Only if they are united will the peoples be
able to confront the aggressiveness of imperialism.
• Let us join our struggles against their wars
and the system which generates them.
• Let us struggle to eliminate the exploitation
of man by his fellow man.
• Neither land nor water for the use of murderers of the peoples!
We wish the comrades from Greece, Turkey and
Cyprus good, firm and, most of all, effective struggles.
n

* Lieutenant-Colonel ( retired)

